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JAMAICA IS THE TOP PERFORMING ENGLISH-SPEAKING

CARIBBEAN COUNTRY IN THE 2021 FIDE ONLINE CHESS OLYMPIAD

-

PREUIEd

WCM RAEHANNA BROWN

Jamaica finished third in division 3, pool E of the 2021 FIDE Online
Chess Olympiad with 14 points, behind venezuela on 18 points and
El Salvador on 15 points.

Jamaica had 7 match wins against 2 losses and was the only team
from the English-speaking Caribbean to advance to the Division
2 of the event. Jamaica’s Candidate Master (CM) and Woman
International Master (WIM) Rachel Miller, with 8/9 points and
FIDE Master (FM) Joshua Christie with 7.5/9 points, were specially
recognized by the organizers, as the overall top scorers in Division
3, Zone E play.

Jamaica faced greater challenges in Division 2, as they played much
higher rated teams. Jamaica competed well in Division 2, finishing
with 5 points, after defeating Guatemala and El Salvador by the
same 5-1 scoreline, and tying with the strong Chilean team 3-3.
Colombia went on to win Division 2 with 17 points, followed Cuba
with 16 points and Paraguay with 12 points, the top 3 moved on
to Division 1 play.

Division 2 consisted of 5 pools with 10 teams each, competing
over 3 days, with the top three teams from each Pool qualifying for
Division 1, from which only 8 teams will advance to the knockout
phase from which the overall champion will be known.

Woman Candidate Master (WCM) Raehanna Brown played
consistently well through-out the tournament finishing with 7/9
points in Division 3 and 6/9 points in Division 2

Team Captain, IM, Jomo Pitterson FT, had high praises for the team.
He said, “The players played exceptionally well. Congratulations
also to a very supportive Jamaica Chess Federation Executive
Committee. Jamaica was the only English-speaking Caribbean
nation to move forward to Division 2.

WIM RACHEL MILLER

FM JOSHUA CHRISTIE

Team Manager, NA Terence Lindo NI, IO further stated, “Our team
is made up of primarily players 21 years old and younger (9/12).
The future of Jamaican chess is bright. “

The team’s preparation for the Olympiad benefitted significantly
from development funds provided by the World Chess Federation
(FIDE), which was used to boost the coaching.

The FIDE Online Chess Olympiad began in 2020, in response to
the pandemic and inability to have an in-person event. The 2021
event has been well- attended and has attracted participation from
over 153 federations across the world and more than 1000 players.

Jamaica Team for 2021 FIDE Online Chess Olympiad
Open FM Shreyas Smith
Open FM Joshua Christie
Women WCM Adani Clarke
Women CM, WIM Rachel Miller
Open Junior U20 FM Raheem Glaves
Female Junior U20 WCM Raehanna Brown

Captain
Manager

IM Jomo Pitterson, FT
NA Terence Lindo, NI 10




ONLINE NATIONAL HIGH SCHOOL

St Jago High School “A” and Wolmer’s Girls are the inaugural
Champions of the newly created Online National High Schools
Rapid Chess Championships.

The Championship, which was split into two sections and
completed over three days starting on August 2-3 and concluding
with the finals on August 5, was contested by 40 teams from 25
high schools across Jamaica, with over 150 participants.

After the first two days of intense competition and 11 preliminary
rounds, the Open section saw St. Jago High School “A”, Wolmers’
Boys “A”, Campion College “A” and Ardenne High School “A”
qualifying for the four-team finals.

On the final day, the top 4 teams battled it out over the board at
the Liberty Academy. St. Jago “A”, the 11-time National Champions
of the over-the-board format did not disappoint, with an unbeaten
run in the finals, only drawing with Campion College “A” they
claimed the title of the first ever Online event. Campion College
“A” finished 2nd and Wolmers Boys “A” 3rd.

FM Joshua Christie of St Jago High school was named board 1
champion, Nathan Hare of Johnathan Grant High school, board
2 champion, McNamee Shelson of Glenmuir High school, board
3 champion and Shaheem Richards of St Catherine High school,
board 4 champion.

RAPID CHESS CHAMPIONSHIPS 2021

St Jago High school “A’was the top rural school while Campion
College “A” the top urban school.

In the High School Girls Championship, Wolmers’ Girls led by Amy
Stephenson finished atop the standings ahead of Immaculate
Conception High School who took second place, Holy Childhood
3rd and Mount Alvernia 4th.

With the success of the Championships, the Jamaica Chess
Federation has taken a decision to keep this format of the
competition on its annual calendar. Online play will allow the
participation of a number of rural schools that have had challenges
with resources to travel to keep competing annually in the high
school’s competitions.

The event, which was sponsored by the Jamaica Chess Federation
with the support of the World Chess Federation, FIDE, saw
the removal of all registration and membership fees for the
participating teams, as part of the effort to grow the sport,
notwithstanding the COVID-19 pandemic.

JCF Sec Maxine Brown presents the
winning trophy to St Jago coach, NM
Mikhail Solomon,

Back row-L-R- FM Joshua Christie, WCM
Adani Clarke, J-Loy Chin, Tajae Morgan

JAMAICA CHESS FEDERATION

JCF Sec Maxine Brown presents the 2nd
place trophy to Campion College coach
NM Ryan Balckwood.

Back Row - L-R Nathan Walsh, WCM
Raehanna Brown, Darren McKennis,
Rohit Mahtani

JCF Sec Maxine Brown presents the 3rd
place trophy to Wolmers Boy’s “A” coach
FM Warren Elliott

Back Row- Jaden Shaw, Kamarie
Stephens, John Stephenson, Orion Isaacs
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